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GREEK AND LATIN ETYMOLOGIES 

By Fbancis A. Wood 

1. Gk. f$cuo<; 'little, short,' ^-/3ato? 'little, small, poor' are 
referred by Prellwitz, Et. Wb. 2 71, to Lith. gaiszti ' schwinden, 
vergehen.' To these add Goth, qistjan, OHG fir-quistan 'ver- 
derben,' quist ' Vernichtung,' etc., from *g^is-t-, an outgrowth of 
the root *g^ei- in OE d-cwlnan 'dwindle,' MLG qulnen 'hin- 
schwinden, allmahlich abnehmen, krankeln,' Skt. jindti 'altert,' 
etc. (cf. Fick, Wb., Ill 4 , 63). 

2. Gk. iy-Kovea 'hasten, be quick and active, esp. in service,' 
Koveiv • eireiyeffOai, evepyeiv; Kovei • avevBe, Tpe%e; KomjTai- Oepdirovre; 
(Hes.), Bcdxovo'; 'servant,' etc. contain a root qen- 'hasten, hasten 
after, chase, catch,' which occurs in ChSl. po-cinq, po-ceti 'an- 
fangen,' koni 'Anfang,' Lett, censtes 'sich anstrengen, streben.' 

From an enlarged base qen-t-, qon-t- come NIcel. hendast 
'dash, rush forward,' henda 'catch, take (notice); throw, fling 
(with dat.) ; occur, happen,' ON henda 'ergreifen, fangen,' OSw. 
hcenda 'bekommen, sich ereignen,' hinna 'erlangen,' Sw. hinna 
intr. 'reichen, dringen,' tr. 'erreichen,' upphinna 'einholen, 
ereilen,' Goth, fra-hinpan 'fangen, gefangen nehmen,' hunps 
' Gef angenschaft,' OHG -hunda 'Beute,' verhunden 'fangen,' OE 
hup 'booty,' gehenden 'hold,' etc. In these the meaning 'catch, 
get' comes from 'hasten after, chase.' In the following the pri- 
mary meaning 'be quick, vehement' develops into 'quick in mind 
and body, dexterous, wise, wily' and 'drive, thrust' : MHG behende 
'geschickt, schnell von leibl. Gefugigkeit und geistigen Eigen- 
schaften,' MLG behende 'geschickt, gewandt, schlau, listig,' 
handich 'geschickt, passend,' 'handy,' Goth, handugs 'weise,' 
OHG hantag 'acer, asper, saevus,' MHG handen 'schneiden, 
hauen,' Gk. Kevrem 'goad, spur on,' kovtos 'pole.' A synonymous 
base qen-d- appears in OE hentan 'pursue,' huntian 'hunt.' 

For the meaning compare Skt. cddati 'treibt an,' NPers. cust 
'flink, tatig, passend,' ChSl. kydati 'werfen,' Goth, ga-hwatjan 
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'anreizen,' OE hwettan 'incite; sharpen, whet,' hwcet 'brisk, 
brave, bold,' hwcBss 'sharp, prickly,' ON hudta 'durchbohren.' 

3. Gk. 'ifyepaev • i/cvrjaev may well come from 'swell, be big,' 
and be connected with Ir. borr (*bhorsos) 'gross, stolz,' Corn. 
bor 'pinguis,' OHG parren 'starr emporstehen,' Skt. bhrsti-s 
Spitze, Gipfel,' etc. For other possible cognates see Walde, Ei. 
Wb. 209. 

4. Gk. t)-ttio<; 'gentle, mild, kind' implies a *7rto? (as in J7-/3cwo'?, 
fiauk), which may be compared with Lat. pius and Goth, infeinan 
'geruhrt werden, sich er barmen.' 

5. Gk. 0d\irto 'warm, heat; burn, inflame' may represent 
*dhu9lq^o and be related to Norw. dolgen 'dumpfig, schwiil,' from 
*dhulq^—, and Lith. dulke 'Staubchen,' dulketi 'stauben.' These 
are derived from the base in Lith. diilis 'Kaucherwerk zum Fort- 
treiben der Bienen,' Skt. dliuli-s 'Staub,' Lat. fullgo 'soot,' EFries. 
dwalm 'Qualm, Dampf, Dunst,' OS dwalm 'Beriickung,' OHG 
twalm 'betaubender Dunst; Betflubung,' Goth, dwalmon 'toricht 
sein,' dwals 'toricht,' etc., from dheu- : Skt, dhilndti 'schiittelt,' 
dhuma-s 'Kauch, Dampf,' Lat. fumus, etc. 

6. Gk. ®av\ta • eoprrj a%0eicra tnrb Kearov (or K-Tedrov, as 
suggested by Fick, Zfvgl Spachf. 43, 135) may be compared 
with Goth, dulps 'Fest,' ioprt], from *dhul-ti-s, OHG tuld, 
MHG tult 'Fest, Feier,' NHG Bav. duld 'Jahrmarkt.' The 
primary meaning was 'observance, ceremony,' and this comes 
from 'delay, dwell upon' : ON dugl ' Aufenthalt,' duelia 'verzo- 
gern, aufhalten,' ME dwellen 'linger, remain, dwell,' OHG 
twellen 'aufhalten, verzogern; saumen,' tvoala ' Verzogerung,' 
etc. Cf. for the Germ, words Grienberger Untersuchungen zur 
got. Wortkunde 60. 

For meaning compare Skt. dddhdti 'setzt, stellt; besitzt, halt' : 
Lat. feriae, festus (cf. Walde, Et. Wb. 207). 

7. Gk. nro? 'trap, press, burden,' iirow 'press down,' tirrofjiai 
'press hard, afflict, distress,' may contain a root ip- 'press,' which 
is perhaps also in MHG ifer 'Eifer,' pre-Germ. *lpro- 'pressure, 
urgency,' and in OHG aipar, eiber, eiver 'acerbus, amarus, hor- 
ridus,' OE afor 'harsh (to taste) ; fierce, vehement,' pre-Germ. 
*oipro- or *aipro- 'pressing, severe.' The root ip- in the above 
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may be from i- in Skt. tndti, invati 'dringt auf etwas ein, drangt, 
treibt, schaltet,' enas 'Ungltick, Frevel,' iti-s 'Plage, Not,' etc. 

Others refer «ro<?, etc., to a root iq v -, and compare Lat. ico, 
icio (cf. Walde s. v.). 

8. Gk. tx"o<;, Xyyiov 'track, footstep,' X%p.ata • Xyy ta are referred 
by Prellwitz, Et. Wb. 2 201, to 'Urn 'come, arrive,' and by Brug- 
mann, IF. XVI, 498 1 , to a root aig- 'spring' in Gk. at£ 'goat,' or 
to aig- in Skt. ejati 'rtihrt sich, bebt,' Gk. alyef 'waves,' etc. 
Though these comparisons are phonetically possible, they are in 
meaning improbable. We may compare rather Gk. o</j£o/«u 'am 
gone,' olj(veco 'go,' Lith. eiga 'Gang,' root eigh- from ei- 'go.' 

9. Gk. nopfiopos • <j>6fio$ and fdpnepos 'anxious' are reduplicated 
forms of a root mer-, which probably meant 'tremble, quiver.' 
To this may belong Gk. fiepifiva 'care, anxious thought,' i.e. 'a 
wavering, hesitation,' \t.epp.r\pa 'care, trouble,' ftepftrjptfa 'ponder, 
be in doubt,' Bret, mar 'doute,' maritel 'peine d'esprit, defiance, 
doute' (cf. Fick, Wb. IV, 201). 

As 'tremble, quiver' naturally develops into 'flicker, glit- 
ter' and 'rattle, clatter,' we may also refer to the above Gk. 
fiapfialpw 'flash, sparkle, of any darting, quivering light,' etc., 
and Skt. marmara-s 'rauschend,' Gk. fiop/ivpio 'murmur,' Lat. 
murmur, etc. 

10. Gk. tiWco 'pluck, pull, tear, shred,' rt\o9 'anything pulled 
or shredded, flock, down,' etc., may be compared with Skt. tila-s 
'particle, grain, sesame,' OS1. tiliti 'corrumpere,' tiXeti 'corrumpi,' 
tilja 'Motte.' These are from a root ti- : Lat. tinea, tinia 'a 
gnawing worm, moth,' Skt. sq-tin6ti ' zerquetscht, zerdrtlckt.' 
This is perhaps identical with ti-, tai- in OS1. tajati 'sich auflosen, 
vergehen,' Ir. tdm 'tabes,' etc. (cf. author, AJP. XXI, 180). 

11. Lat. acervus 'heap' is referred by Osthoff, Par. I, 38 ff. 
to an original form *ad-ceruos and compared with Olr. cam 
'Steinhaufen,' etc., and Lat. creo, cresco. Adopting the form 
*ad-ceruos I should compare rather Lith. krduju 'setze oder lege 
aufeinander, packe, lade,' kruva 'Haufen,' kruvyju 'haufe,' ChSl. 
kryti 'decken,' po-krovu 'Decke, Dach' : ON hrilga, hraukr 
'heap,' etc. 

For the ablaut keruo- : kreu, kru- compare Lat. fervo, ferveo : 
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OE breowan 'brew' ; Skt. bhdrvati 'kaut' : OE breotan 'break' ; 
Skt. cdrvati 'zermalmt, zerkaut,' OE hierwan 'injure,' MHG 
here 'herb,' stem harwa-j ChS. krusiti ' abbrechen,' Gk. Kpova> 
'beat,' etc. (cf. author, IE. a x : a x i : a x u 88). 

12. Lat. ap-pelldre 'approach, accost, address, entreat, demand,' 
com-pelldre 'address, rebuke, accuse,' inter-pelldre 'interrupt by 
speaking, disturb, molest, solicit, dun' are, according to Frohde, 
BB. XIX, 241 fl\, related to Goth, spillon, OHG spellon 'erzahlen,' 
etc. This explanation is approvingly mentioned by Walde, Et. Wb. 
38. The old connection with Lat. pellere 'strike, beat, drive' 
seems to me more probable. For meaning compare Grk. iceXXxo 
'urge, drive on,' «e'\o/tat 'set in motion, urge on, command, call 
to, call, name;' Lat. trudo 'thrust, push, drive,' OE preatian 
' urge on, press ; afflict ; rebuke, threaten' ; Lat. cieo ' move, shake, 
stir up, call to, invoke,' cito 'move quickly, hurl, shake, urge to, 
summon, accuse, call, name.' 

13. Lat. flecto 'bend, curve, turn,' flexio 'a bending, swaying, 
turning; bend, curve,' flexus 'a bending, turning, winding,' etc. 
are from a root *bhleg- 'bend, sway, wave' : ON, Icel. blaka 
'wave, nutter; flap, beat (the wings),' blakta 'wave, flutter; flicker,' 
ON, Norw. blakra 'tremble, flutter; flicker, glitter,' Lat. flagrum 
' whip,' flagro 'flame, blaze,' Grk. <f>\eyco 'burn, shine,' primarily 
'flutter, flicker,' etc., and, with nasal infix, Norw. dial, blekka 'fan 
(of the wind), blow in gentle gusts,' blekkja ' wave back and forth ; 
fan (fire) ,' Du. blinken 'blinken, schimmern,' MHGf Menken 
'schweben, hin und her. bewegen: glanzend machen,' etc. That 
the primary meaning of *bheleg-, *bhleg-, *bhleng- was 'wave, 
flutter, flap,' and that from this came 'flicker, glitter, blaze' I 
regard as certain (cf . author, Color Names 22) . 

14. Lat. metus, metuo 'fear' probably meant originally 
'tremble.' They may be derived from a root meth-, menth- in 
ChSl. motati se 'agitari,' LRuss. motaty 'schutteln,' Russ. motdtl 
'winden,' ChSl. metq 'mische, verwirre,' Skt. mathndti, md(n)- 
thati 'schilttelt, ruhrt,' etc. 

15. Lat. orbis 'circle' comes from *orbhis or *fbhis. Compare 
OHG reba 'Rebe, Ranke, SchlingschOssling,' rippa, rippi 
'Rippe,' OE ribb 'rib,' ON rif, ChSl. rebhro 'Rippe,' and per- 
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haps Gk. ipe<f>a> 'enwreathe, roof over,' 6po$o<; 'covering' (cf. Fick 
I 4 , 527, and Kluge s. v. Bebe, Rippe), base erebh- 'curve, bend, 
twine.' 

16. Lat. semi- 'half-,' Gk. f)iu-, Skt. sdmi, OHG sdmi-, OE 
sdm-, etc. probably represent an old instrumental *se-mi ' by itself, 
apart.' For similar formations from sue-, se- see Walde, Et. Wb. 
s. v. sed, se. 

17. Lat. taeda 'pitch-pine tree, pitch-pine wood, torch; a small 
piece of pork or fat, used for religious purposes' is by Walde 613 
derived from *tagiedd and compared with Gk. rdyavop, rrjyavov 
'frying-pan,' OE peccan 'urere, comburere,' pazcele 'torch,' OHG 
dahhazan ' lodern, flammen.' But taeda does not mean primarily 
'burning wood' but 'pitchy, resinous wood, resin, fat.' I there- 
fore derive taeda from Hdida or *tdida, root tdi : OS1. tajati 'sich 
auflosen, schmelzen, vergehen,' Una 'Schlamm,' OE pinan 'be- 
come moist,' panan 'moisten,' ON pidr 'melted; soft,' pida 'melt, 
soften,' Gk. ti\.o$ 'diarrhoea,' etc. For parallels see Walde s. v. 
pinus. 

18. Lat. taedet 'it offends, disgusts, wearies,' taedium 'weari- 
ness; disgust,' taeter (*taidro-) 'offensive, foul, loathsome, hide- 
ous, repulsive,' are compared by Walde 614 with Lith. tingus 
'trage,' tingeti, OS1. teziti 'trage, unlustig sein.' But these are 
better taken with OS1. tegota 'Burde,' tqga 'Kummer,' ON pungr 
'schwer' (cf. Hirt, PBB. XXIII, 300, and Fick, Wb. Ill 4 , 180). 
The Lat. words are rather from *taid-, an outgrowth of tai-, ti- in 
Skt. sq-tinoti 'zerdruckt,' Gk. ti\\<b 'pluck, tear; vex, annoy,' etc. 
(cf. No. 10 above) . 

19. Lat. traho ' draw, drag ; drag along, delay ' is explained in 
two different ways (cf. Walde s. v.). Another possibility offers 
itself. Traho may come from a base dregh-, deregh- : OHG 
tragi 'trage, langsam; unwillig, verdrossen,' tragi, OS tragi 
'Tragheit,' MLG track 'trage, langsam; beschwerlich, muhsam,' 
OE trdg 'bad; affliction, evil,' Goth, trigo 'Trauer, Widerwille,' 
ON trega 'betrliben, bekummern; betrauern,' etc., Skt. drdghate 
'plagt, qualt; strengt sich an, wird mude.' 

With deregh-, 'pull, drag; drag along, be slow; vex, annoy,' 
probably from dere- 'tear,' compare dreg- : MDu. treken 'ziehen, 
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trahere,' MHGr trechen 'ziehen, schieben, stossen; scharren; 
scharrend bedecken.' 

20. Lat. trux ' wild, rough, hard, harsh, fierce ' is compared by 
Stokes, KZ. 38, 463 to Ir. droch (*druko-), Welsh drwg 'bad,' 
etc. (cf. also Walde 639). These may be referred to a base dreu-, 
deru- 'tear, rend' : Skt. ddrund-s 'hart, rauh, heftig, schrecklich,' 
ON traudr 'unwillig,' from der- in Skt. dfndti 'berstet, sprengt, 
spaltet,' etc., whence OE torn 'grievous; grief, anger,' OS torn 
'Unwille, Zorn,' OHGr zorn 'hef tiger Unwille, Wut, Streit, etc. 
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